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*Indicates to please rise either in body or spirit 
Bold text indicates unison response 

Gathering Music                            Judy Smith 
 

Welcome, Concerns & Announcements 
 

Opening Sentences 
 

Remember the story of our faith. 
We are the people God has delivered. 
Rejoice in the hope of our faith. 
God goes with us, step by step. 
Cling to the promise of our faith. 
Our God will not abandon us. 
 

*Hymn #81         “Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days”          
 

Call to Confession                                                                        
 

Prayer of Confession                                                                          

As Lent unfolds before us, great God, we see how far we have to 
go to Jerusalem. The road is long, our sins are many, and our 
burdens are heavy. We can’t imagine new life, Easter life, 
because our current lives are filled with bad choices and failed 
efforts. Meet us in our weakness. Take up our sins. Ease our 
burdens. Carry us on the way. Bring us to Jerusalem, at last. 
Show us a love that is stronger than death, a love no tomb can 
hold. Time for silent prayer and reflection. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                       
Walking this earth, facing temptation, defeating sin, 
Jesus has done for us what we could never do for ourselves. 
This is good news! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 

*Response #304                 “Jesus Loves Me!”                                                            
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, For the Bible tells me so;  
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.  



 

 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.  
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, As He loved so long ago,  
Taking children on His knee, Saying, “Let them come to Me.” 
 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.  
 

The Lenten Wreath Litany 
All those who find their protection from God  

will find rest and assurance. 

All those who love God and call upon him for help  

will be answered and rescued. 
 

Our Scripture reading for this first Sunday in Lent is taken from Paul’s letter 

to the Romans, chapter 10, the last half of verse 8 through verse 13. 
8b “The word is near you, 
    on your lips and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because if you confess 
with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with 
the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so 
is saved. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put 
to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the 
same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For, 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 

Extinguishing the First Candle 
 

The Word is Read and Proclaimed 
 

Prayer for Illumination                                               
By your Spirit, O God, enlighten our hearts, open our minds, fill 
our vision with your radiance, and give us life, as we hear your 
Word today. Amen. 



 

 

 

First Scripture Reading                  Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (Pg. 213) 
26 When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you 
as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you shall 
take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from 
the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a 
basket and go to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling 
for his name. 3 You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say 
to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your God that I have come into the 
land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” 4 When the priest 
takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of 
the LORD your God, 5 you shall make this response before the LORD your 
God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and 
lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, 
mighty and populous. 6 When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted 
us, by imposing hard labor on us, 7 we cried to the LORD, the God of our 
ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 
oppression. 8 The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and 
wonders; 9 and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey. 10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the 
ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before 
the LORD your God and bow down before the LORD your God. 11 Then you, 
together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall 
celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you and to 
your house. 
 

Special Music                                Judy Smith 
 

Gospel Reading                                                               Luke 4:1-13 (Pg. 1103) 

4 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit in the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. 
He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was 
famished. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this 



 

 

stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One 
does not live by bread alone.’” 
5 Then the devi led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of 
the world. 6 And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all 
this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I 
please. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 Jesus answered 
him, “It is written, 
‘Worship the Lord your God, 
    and serve only him.’” 
9 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of 
the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down 
from here, 10 for it is written, 
‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
    to protect you,’ 
11 and 
‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
    so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” 
12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’” 13 When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until 
an opportune time. 
 

Response:     We live not by bread alone,  

                          but by every word that comes from God. 
                           Thanks be to God. 

Meditation   
 

Response to the Word 
 

Affirmation of Faith  Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.12, 9.14 
The reconciling act of God in Jesus Christ exposes the evil in people as 
sin in the sight of God. In sin, people claim mastery of their own lives, 
turn against God and each other, and become exploiters and 
despoilers of the world. They lose their humanity in futile striving and 
are left in rebellion, despair, and isolation. But God’s love never 
changes. Against all who oppose the divine will, God expresses love in 



 

 

wrath. In the same love, God bore judgment and shameful death in 
Jesus Christ, to bring all people to repentance and new life.  
 

*Hymn #363                    “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”        
 

Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offering to God our Gifts 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Offertory                                                                                Judy Smith                                 

*Doxology #592  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

*Offertory Prayer                                                                 
 

Charge & Blessing                                                          
 

 

*Hymn (Insert)                       “Take Time to Be Holy”                                      
 

*Postlude                                                                                          Judy Smith                                                   

 
 
 
 
Beecher Life March 6, 2022 
 

Prayer for today: 
God Most High, thank you for signs of your power and grace, shown to us 
even in the wilderness. Give us courage to stand firm in your Word in every 
time of trial and testing, that we may enter the land of your freedom and 
receive the salvation you so generously give, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

March Birthdays & Anniversaries:   7th Arlene Chittenden;  

17th Austin Wessels; 19th Melissa Eckerle  
 



 

 

Upcoming Events: 

April 7 –   Palm Sunday  
April 14 –  Maundy Thursday Service, 7:00 PM here at Beecher 
April 17 –  Easter, Christ is risen! Join us for an Easter breakfast & then stay  
                  for worship. Breakfast starts at 9:30 AM, worship at 10:30 AM 
April 24 – Dora Ernst Memorial Pancake Breakfast/brunch, Hopewell PC  
                  11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

Prayer List  
Please pray for: the leaders of our nation, the churches of our presbytery, 
Ukraine, Joe, Bruce, Tammy, Melissa Eckerle, Marge Stoll, the Menefee 
family, Roy Heitman, Jerry Henry, Mike & Hila Illing, the Stryker’s, Linda - 
Tammy Long’s sister-in-law, Margie Oelker, Alicia Smith, Daphne House, 
Hailey Smith, Ry Wessels, Rick Lowes, Jackie Rhodes, the Clearinghouse, 
Glen Wiesmann, Roberta Pavey, Phillip Smith, Steve Wessels, Terry Wilson, 
Deborah McLaughlin, Jim Thompson, Beecher Presbyterian Church, Jeri 
Smith.  
 

Minute for Mission: Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday 
    As a young adult, I moved to New York City. I wanted to know what it was 
like to ride in a crowded subway right underneath another person’s armpit. I 
wanted to know what it was like to walk down a crowded Manhattan street 
and have to engage with some people who were well and some who were not 
so well, all coexisting together. 
     One of my jobs was in the Ratings Department at NBC. People called me 
regularly to get the ratings. I will never forget the day a famous news 
anchorwoman called, and I put her on hold! It was great working at 
Rockefeller Center.  
     When I lived in New York, I experienced women who were dynamic and 
inspiring. Many of them worked in nontraditional roles. I became friends 
with wealthy women and poor women, entering homes, sharing 
vulnerabilities and championing causes. 
     Every day, I am thankful to live in an era where I could act on the call 
from God to become a minister of Word and Sacrament, and for many years 
serve as a director in the national church offices of the Presbyterian Church 



 

 

(U.S.A.). For some, this is a normative experience, but for many women, the 
road is rocky and filled with pitfalls. There are women, particularly women 
of color, who struggle, even today, to be ordained and installed as pastors in 
congregations, yet many of us don’t know this or know their experiences. 
     We celebrate the gifts of women because, let’s face it, there would be no 
church without women. And, “Nobody’s free, until everybody’s free,” as civil 
rights leader Fannie Lou Hamer once said. God has, indeed, created talented 
and prophetic women. I am grateful for these women who have nurtured 
me, befriended me, guided me and loved me. I am grateful, because when I 
look into their faces, I see the face of God. 
Rev. Dr. Rhashell Hunter, Former Director of Racial Equity & Women’s 
Intercultural Ministries, Presbyterian Mission Agency 
 

Questions for Reflection 
In Luke 4:1–13, the devil tempted Jesus to turn stones into bread, to take 
control of the kingdoms of the world, and to perform a spectacular stunt 
that would “wow the crowd.” Jesus refused to take control in these ways. 
Instead, Jesus chose another way to feed hungry people, to demonstrate 
what the kingdom of God looks like, and to enter Jerusalem humbly. Why do 
think Jesus chose another way to “do justice” and what are some ways that 
you and your faith community practice justice in his name? 
 

Thought Provoker 
There is no attack of the enemy so violent,  

that is, no temptation so formidable,  
that an eager study of the Scriptures will not easily beat off. 

 

Desiderius Erasmus 
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